


When you invest in continuing
education, you make an investment
in your future.

But you also make a major financial
commitment that can seem daunting.
Gwynedd Mercy University offers you this
guide to tuition and financial aid to help you
understand how you can meet the costs of
your degree program. You'll receive an
overview of:

• How much it costs to study with us

• The types of financial aid available

• The financial aid application process

This guide does not constitute specific financial
advice, and it is not comprehensive. Financial aid
availability and regulations are subject to change
at any time. Our guide aims to give you general
information that will help you discuss your personal
situation with our financial aid staff when you apply
for admission.



Tuition and Fees
Gwynedd Mercy University Adult Accelerated Programs

We bill tuition per credit hour. Each course
you take will be worth multiple credits.
Therefore, to estimate the cost of your
tuition, multiply the cost per credit hour by
the number of credits you plan to take.

Undergraduate Tuition
• Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing:
$810 per credit hour

• Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
(Concentration in Organizational Management):
$490 per credit hour

• Bachelor of Science in Applied Psychology:
$490 per credit hour

• Weekend Bachelor of Science in Nursing:
$765 per credit hour

Graduate Tuition
• Master of Science in Counseling: $650 per 
credit hour 

• Post-Master’s Certifications: $650 per credit hour
• Master of Science in Education: $650 per 
credit hour

• Master of Business Administration: $640 per
credit hour

• Master of Science in Nursing: $880 per 
credit hour 

• Post-Master of Science in Nursing Certificate
in Primary Care: $880 per credit hour

• Doctorate in Education: $980 per credit hour
• Doctor of Nursing Practice: $930 per credit hour

Fees
The administrative costs of your education are
covered through fees. For example, the Education
Resource Fee helps cover the costs of providing
computer/technology access, course materials, 
use of facilities, and so on.

Fees are not refundable, and you cannot receive 
a discount for them. In order to receive your
diploma or have transcripts released, you will 
need to pay any outstanding tuition and fees 
before graduation day.



• Challenge Credits: $140 per credit hour
• Challenge Test Fee: $40
• Diploma Nurse: $300 for 30 credit hours
• Education Resource Fee: $21 per credit hour
• Graduation Fee: $165
• Late Payment Fee: $100
• Portfolio Fee: $140 per credit hour
• Re-Admission Fee: $30
• Returned Check Fee/NSF: $50
• Health Pre-Requisites: $350 per credit hour
• Nursing Assessment Program
(ABSN students): $370  per semester

Employer-Sponsored Tuition
Some employers are willing to pay for the costs of continuing college education for their
employees. If your employer has offered to pay or reimburse your tuition costs, please contact
the Bursar's Office at GPSBursar@gmercyu.edu to check on eligibility and guidelines.

Financial Aid Overview: Grants and Loans
Gwynedd Mercy University participates in various federal financial aid programs backed by the
U.S. government. This aid largely takes the form of loans and grants.

Loans: Include funds which must be paid back
after you graduate or withdraw from your degree
program. Funds from loans accrue interest.
Federal loans typically have lower interest rates
than loans offered by private banks.

Grants: Government funding awarded on the basis
of your financial need. Grants do not need to be
paid back.



Your eligibility for grants and loans depends on:

• Your financial resources - how much you (or your parents, if you are dependent on them), 
can afford to pay out of pocket for your education.

• Your program level - whether you are an undergraduate or graduate student. Loans and grants may
have borrowing limits that vary depending on what type of degree you are earning, or on what year
of your program you are in.

• Your student status - whether you are full-time or part-time.

If you are a transfer student, your eligibility for aid may be more complicated. You cannot transfer a
financial aid package from one institution to another. As a result, you may be limited in applying
for further funds during your first year after transferring to Gwynedd Mercy. Please contact the 
Financial Aid Office for assistance.

Federal Aid Options

Federal Unsubsidized Loan

(Undergraduates or Graduates) A loan on which
interest begins to accrue immediately, and on 
which you must pay the interest even while you 
are studying. The interest rate for this loan as of
July 2019 was 4.53% for undergraduates and
6.08% for graduate students.

Federal Subsidized Loan

(Undergraduates) A loan for financially needy
undergraduate students enrolled at least half-time.
Interest on this loan only begins to accrue after you
graduate. There is a six-month grace period before
repayment begins. The interest rate for this loan 
as of July 2019 was 4.53%.



Graduate PLUS Loan

PLUS loans are offered to graduate students. 
The amount you can borrow is based on an 
evaluation of your credit history. This loan has 
a fixed interest rate of 7.08% as of July 2019.

Other fees may apply. Payments are deferred 
while you are studying with at least a half-time
course load. After you leave your program 
(or drop below half-time), you have a six-month
grace period before repayment begins.

Pell Grants - (Undergraduates)

Federal government grants awarded to needy
undergraduates who are earning their first
bachelor's degree.

Eligibility guidelines for Pell Grants are very
specific, and are only awarded for six full-time
years of study. The amount of your Pell Grant 
may vary from year to year depending on your 
course load. It will never cover 100% of your 
tuition; only a portion.

Parent PLUS Loan

(Undergraduates) If you are a dependent 
student (you live with and are supported by 
your parents), your parents can take out a loan 
to pay for your education.

The loans are offered based on an evaluation 
of your parents' credit history and have a fixed
interest rate of 7.08% as of July 2019. Other 
fees may apply. There is no aggregate borrowing 
limit on this loan; your parents can borrow up 
to the total cost of your education (minus 
other aid).

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance
Agency (PHEAA)

PHEAA PA Forward Student Loan offers low 
fixed-interest loans for undergraduate and graduate
students with multiple repayment option.

The agency also offers a Pennsylvania state grant
program along with other financial aid options. 
To learn more, visit https://www.pheaa.org/

Borrowing Limits

The federal government places lifetime borrowing
limits on individuals. Current limits are as follows

• Federal Direct Loans: $31,000 limit
for financially dependent undergraduates;
$57,500 limit for financially independent
undergraduates; $138,500 limit for graduate
students.

• Federal Direct Loans - Subsidized:
$23,000 limit for undergraduate students.



Applying for Federal Financial Aid: The Basics
U.S. citizens, legal permanent residents, and eligible non-citizens can apply for federal aid.
Once you have been accepted to a Gwynedd Mercy degree program, you must:

• Obtain a Federal PIN. Visit www.pin.ed.gov and
fill out the information to receive your Personal
Information Number. You will need this number
any time you deal with financial aid issues.

• Complete the FAFSA. To fill out the Free 
Application for Federal Student Air form
(FAFSA), visit www.fafsa.ed.gov and sign in 
with your PIN. You’ll then provide details about
your finances, which allows the government to 
determine the amount of aid for which you are 
eligible. Gwynedd Mercy University’s Federal
School Code is 003270.

• Fill out your Master Promissory Note. Go to
www.studentloans.gov, sign in with your PIN, and
to fill in your Master Promissory Note (the legal
agreement between you and your lender) and 
complete your Entrance Counseling, which 
explains in detail how your aid is awarded, 
disbursed, and when you must begin repayment.

Questions and Contact Information
Financial aid can be a complicated process. Fortunately, Gwynedd Mercy University is ready to
help. To ask questions about applying for aid or about eligibility, please contact Financial Aid at
GPSFinancialAid@gmercyu.edu or call 215-643-8458. To inquire about tuition costs or making
payment, please contact the Bursar’s Office at GPSBursar@gmercyu.edu or call 215-643-8458.

Fees and tuition are
subject to change
without notice.


